
BWCB Newsletter Autumn 2018 

Term dates 

The first rehearsal is Wednesday 5 September.  All other term dates can be seen in the Members Area on the 

website BWCB.org.  Password BWCB2008  

Fees – all fees for all bands and groups are payable by week 3. Check the new fee amounts carefully. 

Update your information - Please ensure that Ruth Wise (membership secretary) has your correct email 

address to ensure we can send you information.   

Section leaders – Please ensure that the registers are taken each week and concert sign-up sheets are filled in 

promptly.  Please add new members to the register and ensure details are given to Ruth Wise. 

Polo shirts – All BWCB members of windbands should have a polo shirt for gigs and concerts. Original polos are 

£10, available from Jo Rogers.  Please don’t leave it until the last minute to purchase; just in case we don’t have 

your size and need to re-order!  

New ladies fit polo shirts – There are now sample sizes to try on.  Please sign by week 3 if you would like one 

for £13. 

Chairs and stands - There are quite a number of blue chairs missing; so if you have one at home please return 

on the first rehearsal. The stands for Beaufort and Concert Band have been checked and are now all in stand 

bags. The most rickety stands have been thrown away; please open and close them carefully and put into a bag 

before putting in the red boxes. 

Mobile Phones – Mobile phones are being increasingly used during the rehearsals.  We recognise that some 

members must be contactable at all times, however please refrain from all other mobile phone usage during 

rehearsals. Please show respect to the conductors by keeping chatting to a minimum. 

BWCB badges - Every member of BWCB can have a lapel pin badge.  If you don’t have one and would like one, 

please see your band rep. 

Important Administrative Changes within BWCB 

Committee structure 

Following the committee meeting in May, there was a restructure of the committee. Each band now has its own 

subcommittee, which is responsible for organising gigs/concerts and any social events for that band.  The 

positions of chair, secretary and treasurer only have responsibility and oversight for matters relating to whole 

BWCB issues eg Safe Guarding, employment contracts, financial matters, insurance etc.  At full committee 

meetings BWCB matters will be discussed and each subcommittee will report back from their bands.  

Concert Band – Concert Band Committee needs additional people to share the responsibilities.  Please speak to 

Marc if you can help in any way.  Kate and Jacquie will no longer be leading Concert Band activities. 

Changes with Maestros 

There are a number of changes that will affect BWCB from 1 September 2018.  As some of you may have been 

aware, Maestros planned to move out of the OLC building at the end of the summer term.  Kate had been trying 

to engage Maestros in a conversation regarding the impact of this move on BWCB since mid-March; however 

they did not communicate any information.  On 11 July, our last rehearsal, Kate received an email stating that 

there would be no instruments for BWCB to use in September. Kate has subsequently spent a considerable 
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amount of time talking and emailing Maestros to try to understand how this had arisen; however there has been 

no movement in this decision.  

The committee discussed the situation and if BWCB was to continue to perform gigs and concerts, it was      

imperative that percussion was purchased.  Prudent and careful financial management means BWCB is in a posi-

tion to purchase percussion.  We have been advised that buying good quality second hand is the way forward.  

BWCB also need to purchase tuned percussion.  The committee has agreed a budget of £7000 to allow percus-
sion purchase; leaving £2000 in reserve  

Moving forward, all bands must now be very mindful that all gigs/concerts and events must break even.  There 
is no further contingency to cover overspends. 

  

 

 


